
Principles of Good Writing 

  The Writer            The Reader             The Essay 

CONVICTION 
decide on your 

core beliefs about 
your self & world 

CONSIDERATION 
think about  needs 

and desires of 
chosen readers 

CLARIFICATION 
write a strong, 

relevant, and lucid 
thesis statement 

REGULATION 
outline the form 

of your essay with 
a list or diagram 

RECOGNITION 
discover your 

reader connection 
and purpose  

REALIZATION 
find truth about 
your topic with 
creative vision  

EXPRESSION 
say in your own 
words what you 

know is true  

EXAMINATION 
add evidence that 

readers would 
find convincing 

ELABORATION 
use a template to 
develop the essay 
in logical fashion 

DISTINCTION 
set your essay 

apart by adding 
literary devices 

DISCUSSION 
ask readers direct 
questions in peer 

review session 

DECISION 
determine if your   

argument matches 
intended purpose 

OPERATION 
take action to 
meet specific 

essay objectives 

ORIENTATION 
ensure style and 

tone address 
readers concerns 

OPTIMIZATION 
correct spelling, 
usage, grammar, 
and punctuation  


